
A Wedding Venue 
for your Calgary Wedding

The venues of your ceremony and reception are the  
basis for your memories of the day. Whether they 
are in a garden, park, hall, hotel, restaurant, cruise 
boat or heritage site, the atmosphere is set....

THINGS TO CONSIDER
A - Have a basic idea of the essentials... such as how much 
you can afford and about how many guests you plan to invite. 
The approximate date is also vital. 

B - Form a first impression of the venue through recom-
mendations, viewing the web, or past experiences there. You 
may also wish to check with the Better Business Bureau be-
fore proceeding. (http://www.betterbusinessbureau.ca/) Check 
the availability of the venue before going to see it. 

C - Check out about 3 venues to find the one that best suits 
you. [You may wish to download Nicole’s “Our Notes” for record keeping.] If the 
ceremony is in a different location from the reception, consider 
the convenience factor between the two sites.
Arrange a consultation to sense the ambiance. Find out what is 
included, such as a microphone, podium, cake table, stand for 
the seating chart, safe area for storing gifts, a room for changing 
clothes, coat racks, adequate washroom facilities, chairs, tables, 
or decorations. Inquire about the liquor policies, as this can add 
to the cost. If the wedding ceremony is at the same site, visual-
ize where it would be and where the guests would be seated. 
Discuss the caterer’s and DJ/band’s needs. Are there adequate 
electrical outlets? Find out when the final head count would be 
due, and who the contact person would be.  

D -  Sign the contract. Make sure it details the hours plus 
everything that is included (or not). Any legal considerations 
such the cancellation policy and insurance coverage should also 
be in writing. Make sure the amount of the deposit and when it 
is to be paid is clear, as well as how much is owing, and when. 
The cost of overtime should be stated.

QUESTIONS TO ASK
Size
Is this location suitable for the num-
ber of guests that will be coming? Is 
there room for the DJ/band/dancing 
and caterer/kitchen/serving needs?
Caterers/Cake
Do you have your own caterers, and 
if so what do they offer? Is it permit-
ted to hire other caterers? Is there a 
place to store the cake? Do you 
supply a knife to cut it?
Cost
What is the cost and what is in-
cluded? What costs extra?
Convenience
Is adequate parking available? Is 
there access for the disabled?
Liquor Policies
Are you licensed? Do you supply a 
bartender? May we bring our own 
wine/champagne/alcohol? Is there a 
corkage fee?
Time Allotments
What hours would the venue be 
available for decorating and clean-
up? What is the fee for over-time? 
Are there other events booked for 
the same day as our wedding?
Outside Weddings
Is there a back-up plan if it rains? 
Contact Person
Who will we be working with? Do 
they have a direct line or cell 
phone?
Cancellation Policy
What is your cancellation policy?
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